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January 1990 was a little warmer than normal over all except
the extreme southern tip of Nevada, and a small area in
Northwestern Nevada. This maintains the pattern of the past few
years where warmer than normal temperatures have greatly
outnumbered cool ones. This has been especially true during the
Winter Half-year.

Precipitation was more of a "mixed bag," as one of the
wettest Winter storms in many years ended a record 4 1/2 month
Southern Nevada dry spell. As a result totals were two to three
times the January normal in much of Extreme Southern Nevada. The
northwestern 1/3 of the State followed a completely dry December,
with only a 1/3 to 2/3 normal January during these usually
wettest months of the year.

Water Year Precipitation (October 1, 1989--January 31, 1990)
1s now between 20% and BOY% of normal; lowest in portions of South
Central and east central Nevada and highest in parts of the
Northeast and the South. East Slope Sierra Nevada Watersheds are
only about 1/2 normal, with the Humboldt River Area 1/72--3/4.,

Upstream Colorado River tributaries (that supply water to
Lake Mead and Las Vegas) are also well below normal at this
point, as much of Nevada suffers through an unprecedented 4th
vyear of drought.

TEMPERATURES

Temperatures averaged on the warm side again this month,
with only the southern tip of Nevada and a small area in the
Northwest, being a little cooler than normal (e.g. Searchlight -1
degree and Fallon -2 degrees). Most of the State was 1-3 degrees
above long-term normals (e.g. Minden and Denio +73 degrees).
Several locations set or nearly set new highs for January as an
early-month warm spell moved the mercury up into the 60's and
70's at many locations. For example, at Lemmon Valley (near
Reno), Gene Klump recorded 68 degrees for a 17 year January high,
the same as at the Honey Lake Wildlife Fleming station (NW of
Sutcliffe) where it was a 32 year maximum. The highest recorded
temperature in the Silver State was 78 degrees at Amargosa Farms
Garey on the 11th, with 77 degrees at Laughlin and 75 degrees at
Cottonwood Cove (near Searchlight) not far behind. These
readings were well below the 84 degrees recorded at Logandale in
January 1931.

On the cool side it wasn't very cold, as extreme low
temperatures weren't near the -50 degrees recorded at San Jacinto




(north of Wells) in January 1937. Wildhorse Reservoir fell to
-24, Deeth and Mountain City to -17, and Ruth and Reese River
0'Toole had -15 degrees, the same as recorded by Cheryl Morrison
at Diamond Valley near Eureka.

Understanding the site is a prerequisite for interpretation
of the climate of a location. This is well i1llustrated by
comparing data from Tonopah and the Tonopah Airport. January's
mean daily maximum was 41 degrees at Larry Young's higher and
mountainous downtown site, 4 degrees colder that than at the
valley bottom Airport location, located a few miles to the east
and several hundred feet lower. However, because of cold air
drainage the Airport location averaged 5 degrees colder at night
(18 degrees) than "up there" in downtown Tonopah (23 degrees).
The coldest night of the month (9th) saw the mercury fall to only
13 degrees at the site in town, but down to & degrees at the
Airport in the valley. Precipitation is also affected by site as
the higher, rugged townsite received over 3 timeg the Alrport
amount (.71" vs .22"). The differences described are typical in
Nevada and present a challenge to climatologists.

PRECIPITATION

Dry in the Northwest and wet in the South was the order of
the month in Nevada, as drought continued Statewide. An
unusually wet winter storm in Southern Nevada brought the most
winter precipitation in many years, ending a completely dry & 1/2
month record dry spell, and alleviating extreme drought
conditions somewhat. An unusual situation occurred this winter
month with the wettest Nevada locations at Mt. Charleston
Division of Forestry (3.79" and 45" of new snow) and Mountain
Springs Summit (3.29", 2.07" on the 18th, 17" of snow). Both
locations are in the Spring Mountains north of Las Vegas. These
amounts were well above the usually, winter—-wet Sierra Nevada,
where Upper Incline could manage only 2.72" and 28" of new snow,
well below the January normals. In the Northeast, Wildhorse
Reservoir had an above normal 2.35" and Owyhee 2.70."

l.ow elevation precipitation totals in Southern Nevada were
also impressive, as the mid-month storm brought over an inch of
rain and snow to low elevations. For example, at Boulder Beach
near Lake Mead, weather observer Malcom Demunbrun recorded 1.39"
of precipitation and 2" of snowfall! Nearby Callville Bay had
1.77."

On the dry side, Toppie Watson at Kingston Canyon (SE of
Austin) had only .02", Lovelock .0&6", Antelope Valley Farr .11,
with Ivan Meyers at Gerlach recording only l14."

SUNSHINE WIND, AND EVAPORATION

Sunshine hours were above normal in the South (e.g. Las
Vegas had 87% of the possible sun hours vs. a normal of only
76%), but below normal in the remainder of the State. For
example, Reno had only 350% of the possible sunshine and a normal
of &&%.



Average wind speeds were near or above normal Statewide,
with peak gusts reaching over 30 mph several days in the
Northwest, with 70 mph Plus speeds in the Reno area under
mountain wave conditions on the 8th. Only minor damage resulted.
Downtown Winnemucca weather observer Gary Rinaudo recorded peak
gusts of 50 mph on at least two separate occasions during
January.

Evaporation was above normal again this month, with Boulder
City having a record January 5.11" of water loss, about 2" above
the long-term normal. Most pans were stored for the winter, but
higher than normal wind speed and temperatures as well or below
normal precipitation at most locations added up to greater than
normal evaporation.

NOTE: We wish to express our deepest sympathy to Coleman Valley
weather observers Lonny and Jean Schadler for the recent loss of
their daughter.

John James
State Climatologist
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